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they may appear, viewed by the light of
civilization, or compared with the simple
ceremonies of a religion, which demands
neither the blood of bulls nor of goats,
but the free will offerings of a grateful
nature.

Acquitted then, of all personal responsibi-
lity for the practical errors of their heathen
creed, the Hindoos display, on festive occa-
sions, many of the best feelings of social
life, and entwine with their primitive ob-
servances, many poetic and graceful plea-
sures, which prove, that notwithstanding
the ignorance in which the people are sunk,
they still retain a taste for nature ; and
our sympathy with them, at least on this
single point, should be an incentive to
hope, that in our present times of general
improvement, India, morally as well
as commercially, may share the advan-
tages of our liberated opinions, and that
the press and the steam engine, may
originate a change in our calculations of
the capabilities, and character of the